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Qwen 3.5 Censorship: The 
Weights Tell the Story
Everyone's posting about LLM safety. Almost nobody noticed the part 
that actually matters: how it's implemented under the hood. The 
Qwen 3.5 release offers a stark, concrete lesson here. Researchers 
uncovered direct political censorship…
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Qwen 3.5 shipped. The real news is how its weights implement censorship. weights — This is the 
unglamorous part of building with LLMs.

01. The Qwen 3.5 reveal.
Researchers found Qwen 3.5's weights encode specific political biases. This isn't about fine-tuning 
on a biased dataset; it's about direct manipulation within the model's core logic. The actual delta 
is significant for trust.

Weight Manipulation — noun.
The deliberate adjustment of specific parameters within an LLM's neural network to enforce desired 
outputs or suppress undesired ones, independent of training data distributions.

A political entity's name consistently generating a negative sentiment score, regardless of 

context.

What this actually means. actually
· Your model's 'neutral' baseline might not be neutral.

· Behavior isn't just about prompt engineering or RAG.

· Auditing becomes a deeper, more complex task.

This goes beyond simple content filtering.

Who should care? care
· AI Builders — Anyone shipping LLM-powered features. Your app's behavior is now tied to 

hidden model politics.

· Founders — Reputation risk is higher. Model defaults can introduce biases you didn't intend or 
approve.

· Researchers — New frontier for interpretability: how to reliably detect and measure embedded 
censorship.
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Step 01: Operationalizing for safety.
By Friday: review your current model's known biases. For critical applications, consider 
open-source alternatives with transparent architectures. Understand that 'safety' is now a 
multi-layer problem, not just an API call.

The bottom line
This is the actual delta. Ship accordingly. delta I decode one new AI release every morning. One 
email, free, no fluff. Link in bio.

Want this every morning? We break down a story like this daily — the release, why it matters, who 
should care. Get the free Flowi brief by email › No fluff, one-click unsubscribe.

The deep-dive playbooks that go past any single news cycle live in the Flowi catalog.
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One email, the day's biggest AI release decoded for builders. Free, no fluff. Cancel 

any time.
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